
Common Name

Scientific 
Name

(Genus species)

Status
The status of species changes over time - listings in this guide are current as of March 2015. The national 
status is shown next to the Canadian flag and the provincial status is shown next to the Nova Scotia flag. 

Range Map
Shaded where the species is known to occur:

 red = summer
blue = winter

purple = year-round
Where species have been studied extensively specific 
ranges are highlighted. However, ranges are more 

general when less is known. Species may also be found 
outside the indicated range as new populations are 

discovered.

Sighting Locations
Describes where and when people 
are most likely to see the species, 

which may not be in typical 
habitat. Flowering times are also 

included here for plants.

© 
Name of photographer indicated 

beside photo.

Species Organization
Species are organized and colour-coded by taxonomic 

group (e.g. mammals: brown, birds: blue, etc.). Within 
each section species are organized by alphabetical order 

of the scientific name.

This is a typical
Species Identification 
& Information Card

that shows how each species will be 
presented. These pages describe how 

the card is organized and where to go 
for certain information. 
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Range Description
Describes where the species is known or expected to 

occur in Nova Scotia, where it migrates (if not present 
in the province year-round), and population estimates 

or estimates of decline (if available).

Endangered
STATUS Endangered

Species at Risk Act (SARA) and/or Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC)

Nova Scotia Endangered Species Act (NS ESA)
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Threats To Survival 
Reasons why the species is at risk are listed; some 
threats occur naturally (and are sometimes called 
“limiting factors” or “stressors”), but most are 

caused/inflicted by humans.

Contact: Info for agencies/jurisdictions helping to recover this species at 
risk; contact them for general inquiries.                                                                            
Info: References for additional information about the species.                                                                        
Sighting Reports: Where to go to report your sightings.
Stewardship: Contacts for volunteer and stewardship opportunities.

How You Can Help 
The ways that people, organizations, and communities 
can help are highlighted. This includes simple things 

you can do every day at home, as well as volunteer and 
stewardship opportunities. 

Similar Species
Although you might think you’ve seen a Species at Risk, 
there are many “look-alikes” out there with which they 

can be confused. To confirm your sighting, be sure to 
take a photo! 

Although we provide photos and descriptions of most 
similar species, some are not covered in this guide. 

Others are very difficult to distinguish. We recommend 
you consult other resources (field guides, online 
materials) to further assist your identification.
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Make sure to take this guide 
with you and report sightings. 

Your observations make a real 
difference by increasing our 
knowledge about these rare 
and often difficult to find 

species.

Visit 
www.speciesatrisk.ca/sightings 
to learn about a reporting app 

for mobile devices.
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